
Karnataka RURAL
ANALYSIS BASED ON DATA FROM HOUSEHOLDS. 24 OUT OF 30 DISTRICTS

Table 1: % Children enrolled in different types of
schools by age group and sex 2018

Age group Govt Pvt Other
Not in
School

Total

Age 6 -14: All  

Age 7-16: All  

Age 7-10: All  

Age 7-10: Boys  

Age 7-10: Girls  

Age 11-14: All  

Age 11-14: Boys  

Age 11-14: Girls  

Age 15-16: All  

Age 15-16: Boys  

Age 15-16: Girls  

'Other' includes children going to Madarsa and EGS.                                      
‘Not in school’ includes children who never enrolled or have dropped out.

Coverage

About ASER

The COVID-19 pandemic resulted in school closures across the world, causing massive disruption to children’s 

learning. More than one academic year has passed, and the pause in face-to-face learning has led to a growing 

concern over ‘learning loss’ in children. Global estimates suggest that children’s foundational skills will suffer due 

to prolonged school closures and inequitable access to different forms of technology-based educational platforms. 

This lack of foundational skills, the building blocks for further learning, will impact children's ability to engage 

with school curricula in higher grades.

Evidence on the status of children’s schooling and foundational learning can help us to understand how best to 

support them going forward, especially during these uncertain times. However, in 2020, the pandemic put a halt 

to all field based activities and no assessment of children's learning levels could take place. In March 2021, ASER 

found a small window to return to villages and communities to meet children and gauge how their learning had 

been impacted.

ASER visited households in rural districts of Karnataka, collected information on children’s enrollment patterns 

and assessed their basic reading and arithmetic skills. This ASER exercise was able to reach children within the 

period that can be considered the 2020-21 "school year". To better understand the implications of these findings, 

we present comparisons with estimates from earlier years. 
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Table 2: % Children enrolled in different types of
schools by age group and sex 2020

Age group Govt Pvt Other
Not in
School

Total

Age 6 -14: All  

Age 7-16: All  

Age 7-10: All  

Age 7-10: Boys  

Age 7-10: Girls  

Age 11-14: All  

Age 11-14: Boys  

Age 11-14: Girls  

Age 15-16: All  

Age 15-16: Boys  

Age 15-16: Girls  

72.6

72.3

70.2

67.6

72.9

74.4

71.6

76.9

71.5

70.3

72.7

26.6

26.7

29.0

31.7

26.4

24.9

27.6

22.6

26.1

27.8

24.5

0.5

0.5

0.6

0.5

0.6

0.4

0.5

0.3

0.7

0.5

0.9

0.3

0.5

0.2

0.2

0.2

0.3

0.4

0.2

1.7

1.4

1.9

100

100

100

100

100

100

100

100

100

100

100

670

Villages

13365 

Households 

18385 

Children

(Total)

2550

Age

3 to 5 

13381 

 Age

6 to 14

2454

Age

15 to 16

14419 

Tested on

reading

14396 

Tested on

arithmetic
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Karnataka RURAL

Reading
ASER learning assessments are conducted in the household. Children in the age group 5-16 are assessed. The type of school in which children are enrolled

(government or private) is also recorded. The assessment was conducted in Kannada.

Table 3: % Children by grade and reading level                                                                  
All schools 2018

I

II

III

IV

V

VI

VII

VIII

40.3

17.2

9.2

5.1

4.5

4.2

2.5

2.0

39.9

31.7

19.8

13.5

8.7

6.7

6.3

4.9

15.4

30.6

30.3

23.4

16.9

12.8

12.2

6.9

2.5

13.0

21.5

24.8

23.8

20.5

18.0

15.9

1.9

7.6

19.2

33.2

46.0

55.8

61.2

70.3

100

100

100

100

100

100

100

100

Table 4: % Children by grade and reading level                                                    
All schools 2020

I

II

III

IV

V

VI

VII

VIII

56.8

31.8

16.5

12.0

6.5

3.9

3.3

2.4

29.4

37.3

29.5

19.2

12.5

7.9

6.3

5.8

10.5

21.5

30.5

30.5

23.6

14.6

12.8

8.2

1.6

6.2

13.7

20.0

23.9

23.8

21.2

17.5

1.7

3.3

9.8

18.3

33.6

49.8

56.5

66.2

100

100

100

100

100

100

100

100

The reading tool is a progressive tool. Each row shows the variation in children’s reading levels within a given grade. For example, in Table 3, among children in Std III, 9.2% cannot yet 

read letters, 19.8% can read letters but not words or higher, 30.3% can read words but not Std I level text or higher, 21.5% can read Std I level text but not Std II level text, and 19.2% can 

read Std II level text. For each grade, the total of these exclusive categories is 100%.

Table 5: Trends over time
Reading in Std III by school
type 2014, 2016, 2018 and 2020

Table 6: Trends over time
Reading in Std V and Std VIII by school type
2014, 2016, 2018 and 2020

Year

% Children in Std III who can
read Std II level text

Govt Pvt Govt &
Pvt*

2014

2016

2018

2020

16.4

19.0

19.4

9.8

23.3

22.1

19.0

9.9

18.3

19.8

19.2

9.8

*This is the weighted average for children in 

government and private schools only.

The highest level in the 

ASER reading assessment 

is a Std II level text. Table 5 

shows the proportion of 

children in Std III who can 

read Std II level text. This 

figure is a proxy for "grade 

level" reading for Std III. 

Data for children enrolled 

in government schools 

and private schools is 

shown separately. * This is the weighted average for children in government and private schools only.

Year

2014

2016

2018

2020

% Children in Std V who can
read Std II level text 

% Children in Std VIII who
can read Std II level text 

45.7

41.9

47.6

32.8

53.5

42.8

41.8

35.5

47.2

42.1

46.0

33.6

70.1

69.7

70.1

66.8

72.2

71.2

71.5

65.1

70.6

70.0

70.3

66.4

Reading Tool (Kannada)

2

M
A

R
C

H
 2

0
2
1
 

KARNATAKA



Arithmetic
ASER learning assessments are conducted in the household. Children in the age group 5-16 are assessed. The type of school in which children are enrolled

(government or private) is also recorded.

The arithmetic tool is a progressive tool. Each row shows the variation in children’s arithmetic levels within a given grade. For example, in Table 7, among children in Std III, 4.9% cannot 

yet recognize numbers 1-9, 13.9% can recognize numbers up to 9 but cannot recognize numbers up to 99 or higher, 54.9% can recognize numbers up to 99 but cannot do subtraction, 

23.3% can do subtraction but cannot do division, and 3% can do division. For each grade, the total of these exclusive categories is 100%.

Table 9: Trends over time
Arithmetic in Std III by school
type 2014, 2016, 2018 and 2020

Table 10: Trends over time
Arithmetic in Std V and VIII by school type 
2014, 2016, 2018 and 2020

Year

% Children in Std III who
can do at least subtraction

Govt Pvt Govt &
Pvt*

2014

2016

2018

2020

21.9

25.5

23.5

16.0

38.2

38.7

32.8

20.1

26.3

28.9

26.3

17.3

*This is the weighted average for children in 

government and private schools only.

* This is the weighted average for children in government and private schools only.

Year

2014

2016

2018

2020

% Children in Std V who can
do at least subtraction

% Children in Std VIII who
can do division

49.4

54.6

52.5

41.5

70.2

68.7

60.8

50.4

53.7

57.8

54.6

44.1

34.9

39.9

36.1

36.6

43.3

49.2

47.4

46.2

37.0

42.2

39.0

38.9

Arithmetic Tool

Table 7: % Children by grade and arithmetic level
All schools 2018

I

II

III

IV

V

VI

VII

VIII

29.7

10.9

4.9

2.9

2.3

2.4

1.1

1.0

38.2

24.5

13.9

7.3

5.1

3.3

2.1

1.3

30.3

54.7

54.9

48.2

38.0

34.7

36.1

32.0

1.5

9.3

23.3

29.5

34.1

30.0

27.2

26.6

0.4

0.6

3.0

12.1

20.5

29.6

33.6

39.0

100

100

100

100

100

100

100

100

Table 8: % Children by grade and arithmetic level
All schools 2020

I

II

III

IV

V

VI

VII

VIII

42.6

22.5

10.7

7.1

4.6

2.6

1.7

1.1

36.1

35.0

24.7

15.0

10.3

5.6

4.4

4.0

19.5

36.7

47.3

49.6

41.0

32.0

26.9

24.5

1.4

5.0

15.7

24.8

32.1

35.3

36.8

31.8

0.4

0.8

1.6

3.6

12.1

24.5

30.2

38.7

100

100

100

100

100

100

100

100

In most states, children are 

expected to do 2-digit by 

2-digit subtraction with 

borrowing by Std II. Table 

9 shows the proportion of 

children in Std III who can 

do subtraction. This figure 

is a proxy for "grade level" 

arithmetic for Std III. Data 

for children enrolled in 

government schools and 

private schools is shown 

separately.
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