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About ASER

Every year from 2005 to 2014, and then every alternate year till 2018, ASER has reported on children's schooling and
learning status across rural India. In 2020, COVID-19 interrupted this trajectory. The COVID-19 pandemic resulted in
school closures across the world, causing massive disruption to children's learning.

Almost two academic years have passed without any face-to-face learning in schools in West Bengal, leading to a
growing concern over 'learning loss' in children. Global estimates suggest that children's foundational skills suffer due
to prolonged school closures and inequitable access to different forms of technology-based educational inputs.

Evidence on the status of children's schooling and foundational learning can help us understand how best to support
them going forward, especially during these uncertain times. In December 2021, taking advantage of the opportunity to
resume field activities in West Bengal, ASER returned to villages and communities to meet children and gauge how
their learning had been impacted during the pandemic.

This ASER survey was conducted in all districts of West Bengal (except Darjeeling) in December 2021, when children
were in the 2021-22 school year. The survey is representative at the state level. In each district, 30 villages were
sampled using Probability Proportional to Size (PPS) from the 2011 Census village directory. In each sampled village,
20 randomly selected households were surveyed. Schooling information was collected for all children aged 3-16 in
each surveyed household, and all children aged 5-16 were assessed on their ability to read simple text and do basic
arithmetic.

In addition to children's schooling and learning status, ASER West Bengal 2021 explored the following domains:
Tuition classes: Explored whether children were taking paid tuition classes
Learning support at home: Examined whether and how families support children at home during school closures

Additional areas such as parents' contact with the school and children's engagement with learning materials were
also explored.
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Enrollment

Table 2: % Children enrolled in different types of schools.

Table 1: % Children enrolled in different types of schools.

By age group and sex. 2021

Age group Other glc ?\toigl Total
Age: 6 -14 All 91.5 6.5 1.0 1.0 100
Age: 7-16 All 92.0 5.7 1.0 1.3 100
Age: 7- 10 All 89.0 9.7 0.8 0.6 100
Age: 7-10 Boys 88.8 9.7 0.8 0.7 100
Age: 7-10 Girls 89.2 9.6 0.8 0.4 100
Age: 11-14 All 94.6 3.1 1.3 1.1 100
Age: 11-14 Boys 94.2 3.0 1.2 1.6 100
Age: 11-14 Girls 94.9 3.2 1.4 0.6 100
Age: 15-16 All 93.0 2.5 0.9 3.5 100
Age: 15-16 Boys 90.5 2.8 1.3 5.4 100
Age: 15-16 Girls 95.2 2.3 0.6 1.9 100

'Other' includes children going to Madarsa and EGS.
‘Not in school” includes children who never enrolled or have dropped out.

Chart 1: % Children not enrolled in school. By age group
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Table 4: % Children age 3-8 enrolled in different types
of pre-schools and schools. 2021

Pre-school

Not
in pre-

school| Total
or
school

Age 3 89.4 | 0.1 2.6 0.4 0.5 0.0 7.1 100

Age 4 87.7 | 0.4 6.5 1.2 0.8 0.0 3.5 100

Age 5 56.2 | 2.0 143 | 21.4 2.1 0.1 4.0 100

Age 6 15.6 | 2.9 13.5 | 60.1 5.4 0.1 2.3 100

Age 7 1.8 1.7 6.7 | 79.7 | 8.8 0.7 0.6 100

Age 8 0.1 0.0 1.8 | 86.7 | 10.5 | 0.6 0.3 100

All 387 | 1.3 7.7 | 443 5.0 0.3 2.8 100

By age group and sex. 2018

Age group Govt Pvt Other ;]c ?]toi(r:l Total
Age: 6 -14 All 88.1 7.9 1.9 2.0 100
Age: 7-16 All 87.8 6.5 2.1 3.6 100
Age: 7- 10 All 85.5 12.5 1.0 1.1 100
Age: 7-10 Boys 84.4 12.9 1.2 1.5 100
Age: 7-10 Girls 86.4 12.2 0.7 0.7 100
Age: 11-14 All 91.8 2.8 3.1 2.4 100
Age: 11-14 Boys 90.7 3.1 2.7 3.5 100
Age: 11-14 Girls 92.8 2.5 3.4 1.3 100
Age: 15-16 All 84.1 1.9 2.4 11.7 100
Age: 15-16 Boys 76.8 2.8 1.3 19.2 100
Age: 15-16 Girls 90.9 1.1 3.3 4.8 100

Table 3: Age-grade distribution
% Children in each grade by age. 2021

I [13.0[36.5|36.1|11.9 2.6 100
Il [0.8]6.7|24.4/144.3/19.6 4.2 100
1] 4.4 22.0/43.9|25.9 3.7 100
1\ 4.9 15.4|54.9]20.5 4.4 100
\% 2.4 22.5/48.222.0 5.0 100
VI 4.4 16.0[49.2|25.2 5.3 100
Vil 4.1 17.2/50.3]24.3] 4.1 100
VI 4.7 17.651.621.7| 4.5| 100

Table 5: % Children age 3-8 enrolled in different types
of pre-schools and schools. 2018

Pre-school
Not
in pre-
school| Total
or
school

Age 3 726 | 0.8 5.1 2.0 0.7 0.0 | 188 | 100

Age 4 69.6 | 1.5 14.1 3.7 1.0 0.3 9.9 100

Age 5 440 | 9.6 21.5 | 16.8 3.0 0.0 5.1 100

Age 6 14.2 | 140 | 16.5 | 44.8 7.0 0.5 3.1 100

Age 7 2.8 2.8 54 | 772 | 103 | 05 1.0 100

Age 8 0.6 1.2 40 | 79.0 | 13.8 | 0.4 1.0 100

All 31.9 | 5.1 11.2 | 39.2 6.3 0.3 6.0 100
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Reading

ASER learning assessments are conducted in the household. Children in the age group 5-16 are assessed. The type of school in which children are enrolled
(government or private) is also recorded. The assessment was conducted in Bengali.

Table 6: % Children by grade and reading level.
All children. 2021

Table 7: % Children by grade and reading level.
All children. 2018

o N(I);tfgre " Leter | Word Ievsetldt:lext Ie\itecli t!xt ek S Ncl)étfevf "| teter | Word Ievsetldt:ext Ie\ii.-cI]| tle!xt 1O
l 32.1 34.4 17.2 9.8 6.6 100 | 24.9 33.3 22.7 10.9 8.2 100
I 16.1 27.2 21.6 16.4 18.8 100 I 103 20.6 246 | 210 23.5 100
i 126 | 207 17.5 19.8 29.5 100 it 8.3 15.8 16.7 19.4 39.9 100
\% 8.0 14.0 17.5 21.3 39.2 100 \Y 7.4 13.0 16.1 21.5 42.0 100
v 6.5 10.6 16.1 184 | 485 100 Vv 5.1 9.8 13.2 21.2 50.7 100
v 5.5 9.6 1.7 14.8 58.4 100 VI 5.3 8.7 14.7 16.8 54.6 100
ViI 3.8 7.9 13.0 14.8 60.4 100 Vii 2.3 8.8 10.6 19.6 58.7 100
Vil 3.0 5.5 9.8 13.0 | 68.7 100 Vil 3.0 6.1 10.9 18.3 61.8 100

The reading tool is a progressive tool. Each row shows the variation in children’s reading levels within a given grade. For example in Table 6, among children in Std Ill, 12.6% cannot even
read letters, 20.7% can read letters but not words or higher, 17.5% can read words but not Std | level text or higher, 19.8% can read Std | level text but not Std Il level text, and 29.5% can
read Std Il level text. For each grade, the total of these exclusive categories is 100%.

Table 9: Trends over time
Reading in Std 111, V and VIII in govt schools.
2014, 2016, 2018 and 2021

Table 8: Trends over time
Reading in Std I and Il in govt schools.
2014, 2016, 2018 and 2021

% Children in govt schools | % Children in govt schools
who can read at least letters | who can read at least words

2014 72.4 54.8
2016 70.6 65.1
2018 73.2 66.2
2021 66.3 53.0

Table 10: Reading in different grades in govt schools.
By division. 2018 and 2021

Std I-11 Std 1II-V Std VI-VIII

% Children who | % Children who | % Children who

Division can read at can read Std Il can read Std Il
least letters level text level text
Burdwan 88.1 77.7 47.8 35.2 66.4 61.7
Jalpaiguri* 73.0 63.4 35.1 31.8 53.4 55.1
Maldah 63.5 57.1 29.9 27.8 44.9 50.4

Medinipur 83.8 78.2 48.5 44.5 62.5 68.8
Presidency 88.2 80.7 44.8 44.5 63.7 67.7
West Bengal | 79.9 72.8 42.6 38.0 59.0 61.9

The following districts come under each division:

% Children in govt schools who can read
Std 1l level text

2014 32.9 51.8 76.3
2016 34.0 50.2 72.3
2018 36.6 50.5 63.0
2021 27.7 48.0 68.3
Reading tool

Std Il level text Std | level text
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‘Burdwan’ includes Birbhum, Bardhaman, Hooghly; ‘Jalpaiguri” includes Darjeeling, Jalpaiguri, Koch Bihar; ‘Malda’ includes Uttar Dinajpur, Dakshin Dinajpur, Malda, Murshidabad;
‘Medinipur’ includes Bankura, Purulia, Paschim Medinipur, Purba Medinipur; ‘Presidency’ includes Nadia, North Twenty Four Parganas, Haora, South Twenty Four Parganas.

*Estimates do not include Darjeeling since it was not surveyed due to logistical constraints.
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Arithmetic

ASER learning assessments are conducted in the household. Children in the age group 5-16 are assessed. The type of school in which children are enrolled

(government or private) is also recorded.

Table 11: % Children by grade and arithmetic level. Table 12: % Children by grade and arithmetic level.
All children. 2021 All children. 2018
Noﬁ ;Ven Rec;?gnise n:ng_l;grs Subtract | Divide Total Nog _eg;/ - Recig,nise m:om_g«;rs Subtract | Divide Total
[ 30.0 40.4 20.1 6.8 2.6 100 I 20.4 43.0 25.8 8.1 2.7 100
1 12.6 34.3 30.0 14.0 9.1 100 1 6.7 33.2 33.3 18.0 8.9 100
1] 9.2 28.8 32.7 15.5 13.9 100 1] 42 24.5 32.8 20.2 18.3 100
v 6.7 18.4 34.9 19.7 20.2 100 \Y 4.1 19.6 33.6 21.7 21.1 100
\% 5.2 13.6 31.8 23.2 26.2 100 % 2.8 13.6 345 19.4 29.7 100
Vi 5.3 11.2 31.6 18.8 33.2 100 Vi 2.8 10.3 38.5 17.0 31.4 100
VIl 2.5 8.5 39.0 16.8 33.2 100 Vil 1.0 10.0 40.2 16.9 31.8 100
Vil 1.7 6.4 37.6 17.3 36.9 100 vill 1.7 7.4 46.8 15.5 28.7 100

The arithmetic tool is a progressive tool. Each row shows the variation in children’s arithmetic levels within a given grade. For example, in Table 11, among children in Std 111, 9.2% cannot
yet recognise numbers 1-9, 28.8% can recognise numbers up to 9 but cannot recognise numbers up to 99 or higher, 32.7% can recognise numbers up to 99 but cannot do subtraction,
15.5% can do subtraction but cannot do division, and 13.9% can do division. For each grade, the total of these exclusive categories is 100%.

Table 13: Trends over time Table 14: Trends over time
Arithmetic in Std I and Il in govt schools. Arithmetic in Std 111, V and VIII in govt schools.
2014, 2016, 2018 and 2021 2014, 2016, 2018 and 2021

% Children in govt schools who can recognise at
least single-digit numbers

% Children in govt

o . :
schools who can do %o Children in govt schools

who can do division

at least subtraction

2014 74.0 84.7 2014 33.0 31.3 40.4
2016 73.5 91.0 2016 35.5 28.6 32,5
2018 77.8 92.6 2018 35.5 29.2 28.9
2021 68.5 86.4 2021 27.3 25.9 36.8

Table 15: Arithmetic in different grades in govt schools.

By division. 2018 and 2021 Arithmetic tool
P P
Std 111V Std VI-VIII i et of fara st
o7, 8Y vo
/? Chl]dren.who % Children who : _ _ qQ Jrasy
o can recognise at % Children who WD b
DIVISIon least single-digit el SO at ‘IeaSt can do division
numbers subtraction 89 8¢
EIESE N el I
2 2021 | 2018 | 2021 | 2018 | 2021
Burdwan 90.9 80.3 38.2 33.6 37.2 33.9 R b8 S)ab‘d(
Jalpaiguri* | 80.7 70.4 36.9 31.0 | 226 19.9 -y -ea
paig
Maldah 70.7 | 63.0 | 290 | 255 | 20.2 21.5 T oo
Medinipur | 88.1 80.5 | 50.4 | 545 | 376 | 49.6 ) ) s)am(
: EY 8 -8y
Presidency | 89.7 | 805 | 45.3 36.8 | 28.4 33.8 _
West Bengal| 843 | 757 | 416 | 380 | 303 | 342 e ) () ( e ) (St )

The following districts come under each division:

‘Burdwan’ includes Birbhum, Bardhaman, Hooghly; ‘Jalpaiguri” includes Darjeeling, Jalpaiguri, Koch Bihar; ‘Malda’ includes Uttar Dinajpur, Dakshin Dinajpur, Malda, Murshidabad;
‘Medinipur’ includes Bankura, Purulia, Paschim Medinipur, Purba Medinipur; ‘Presidency’ includes Nadia, North Twenty Four Parganas, Haora, South Twenty Four Parganas.

*Estimates do not include Darjeeling since it was not surveyed due to logistical constraints.
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Support for learning

Availability of learning resources

Table 16: % Children with learning resources available
at home. By school type. 2021

Reading
terial
School type Smartphone i Television RS
(apart from
textbooks)
Govt 64.5 10.8 55.4 2.8
Pvt 81.4 19.2 72.4 6.9
Govt & Pvt 65.5 11.3 56.4 3.1

Support at home

Chart 3: % Children in govt schools who receive help
from family members while studying at home. By grade.
2021
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Contact with school teacher

Table 18: % Children in govt schools whose parents
had different kinds of contact with a school teacher
in the reference week. By grade. 2021

Called/visited Called/visited

each other each other to

Recelveld/ learning to discuss discuss COVID

materials/activities learning materials|  prevention
/child's progress guidelines

Std I-11 12.7 19.2 13.9

Std 11-V 14.8 19.8 15.2

Std VI-VIII 19.2 18.9 16.5

Std IX & above 29.7 24.8 22.4

All 18.0 20.2 16.4
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Tuition

Chart 2: % Children who take tuition. By school type.
2016, 2018 and 2021
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Learning activities at home

Table 17: % Children in govt schools who did learning
activities at home during the reference week. By grade
and type of material. 2021

Std Traditional Broadcast Online
Std I-I 53.0 5.5 5.6
Std 1I-V 57.5 7.1 7.9
Std VI-VIII 59.4 8.8 12.7
Std IX & above 62.2 15.3 24.4
All 57.7 8.5 11.4

Respondents were asked about a variety of activities done using materials received
from any source, including traditional materials like textbooks and worksheets (in print
or virtual format), lessons that were broadcast on television or radio, and online
activities such as pre-recorded videos or live classes.

Mid-day meal

Chart 4: % Children in govt schools who received mid-day
ration at least once in the three months prior to the survey.
By grade. 2021
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